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ON HEARING THE WORD. 


E live in a day when there are many preachers and 

much preaching : but the fruits which appear in the 
converfion of fiuners, and the zeal and holinefs of faints, bear 
ne preporticn to theis labour and expenfe. Is there ‘wel a 
cafe? And is not that caufe affigned by the Apoftle ? See 
Heb. iv. 2—The word preached did not profit thm, not being | 
mixed with faith in them that heard it. 

As to thofe minifters who prefer the moral philofophy of 
Pagans to the glorious Gufpel of the Son of Gods or who 
dwell upon the politics of the day, rather than the danger of 
finners; itis no wonder if they are not made ufeful. It is 
not to be expeéted that any very beneficial effcéts or blefled 
confequences fhould follow upon their miniftry. It is the 
Gofpel alone which is made the power of Ged to men’s fai- 
vation. But where minifters are fet upon the falvation of fouls, 
labour diligently in the ftudy and in the palit, preaching in 
feafon and out of feafon, ’tis matter of wonder and grief, that 
fo few reap lafting benefit from their affiduous labours, Bus 
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furely, in fome meafure, it miy be accounted for, and 1 appre 
hend uson the fo.lowing grounds: 

t. Many hear the word faithfully difpenfed, who yet (as the 
Apoftle obferves) do not mix * pas with that word, nor are 
at er" concerned fa todo, Moft men verge to deiftical prin- 
ciples, though they may not be proieiied deifts, 2 Thef. ii. 11. 
If a report be ever fo ‘good, a man will never receive either 
pleafure or benefit from it, while he does not believe it. 

adly. Many hear it who never exercile prayer concerning 
it. To pray with fervour is to harrow in the feed, Prayer 
is the breath of a new-born foul. Where no prayer is prac- 
tifed, na benefit is received. Serious reader, if yeu would 
reap advantage from the word of God, be conftant and ardent 
inthis duty. | 

3dly. Many hear, who do not walk confiftently with the 
word they hear. ‘The Lord makes this fpecial and pointed 
inquiry, * Do not my words Do Goon to him that WALKETH 
UPRIGHTLY?” Mic. ii. 7. Moft affuredly they do, as many 
upright Chriftians can atteft with heart-felt pleafure. Read- 
er, has God’s blefled word ever done yeu any fubitantial good? 
If not, fearch out the caufe without delay. Sin indulged (of 
whatever nature that fin may be) will always prove an impe- 
diment in the way of a profitable attention to the word of 
God. What flow poifon is to the bedy, that fecret fin 1s to 
the foul. Oh then, ferious reader, I befeech you, as you love 
your foul, and with for falvation, mortify fin with infinite di - 
ligence. Go not about the arduous tafk in your own ftrength, 
Inbred fin is too ftrong to be fubdued by human power.— 
Look to the Holy Spirit, implore the gracieus aids of that 
all -fufficient helper, and you fhall perform the work fuccefs- 
fully. 

4thly. Many are srreverent and carelefs under the word. 
Inftances are too numerous, and many too ridiculous to name. 
} never knew an irreverent hearer to make any eonfiderable 
progrefs either in knowledge or holinefs. See the gamefter 
at his cards, the artift in defign, and the phyfician with his 
patient, and learn from them thought and attention in hearing 
the word of God. 

ly. Some cherifh a latent prejudice either againft the 
minifter or a fellow member of the religious community to 
which they belong. ‘This prejudice always operates againft 
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faving benefit by the word when it is heard under fuch cir- 
cumftances; and the higher it rifes, the more powerfully it 
Operates. Inftances of fuch prejudice, and the fad effects 
thereof, are to be met with in almoft every congregation. [it 
is Ca jaundiced medium which difeolours every objeA@—It 
blackens the beft intention and milinterprets the kindeft con 
duét.”” The inconfiftencies of fuch perfons are glaring toa 
degree; their objections are frivolous and wavering 5 their 
condu& unzenerous and uamanly; their converfation ts al- 

vays tinétured with diftant refl-Qions upon the object of their 
difpleafure; their very prayers are full of inveétives. Such 
perfons are a pain to the minifter, a grief to the church, a 
difcredit to religion, and a mifery to themfelves. Christian 
reader, conlider the force of thefe remarks, and be upon your 
guard againft taking up a prejudice againft your minifter, or 
fellow members in the church. 

Othly. Many who hear the word, either forget or negleé? it. 
See Heb. v.12. Jam.i. 25. To repeat the leading parts of a 
difcourfe after hearing it, is certainly an excellent method te 
retain the word. Confidering the vatt importance of the 
things we hear delivered from the pulpit, we ought to give 
the more earneft heed, left, at any time, the blefled word fhould 
fteal imperceptibly from the memory and the heart. Read, 
hear, mark, learn, and inwardly digeft the word of God, and 
you (hall find it prove light to your underftanding, and come 
fort to your heart in every time of need. 

7:hly. Many indulge fuch a degree of worldly care as proves 
a confiderable injury to their fouls; Luke, viii. 14.—What 
weeds and thorns prove among the wheat, if fuffered te grow, 
that worldly finful cares prove in regard to the good feed of 
God’s word. Oh ! guard againft inordinate cares. 

Sthly. Many there are who murmur at God’s difpenfations 
when they ought to mourn over their own depravity and fin- 
fulnefs. The former is an obftacle, and hinders benefit by the 
word ; the latter is a good preparative, and difpofes the foul 
to receive benefit and comfort from the werd. “ Bleffled are 
they that mourn, for they fhall be comforted.” 

If the werd of God, faithfully preached, does not profit the 
foul, nothing elfe will. That bleffed word is, in the hand and 
under the direCtion of the Spirit, the grand inftrument of con- 


viction, comfort, and edification to the fouls of men. If the 
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word of God, heard ina uniferm, conftant way, doesnot profit 
aman (as, it !s to be feared, is the cafe with mamy) it cer- 
tainly does him injury. See 2 Cor. ii, 16, John xi. 48. | 

Christian reader, pofibly you wifh to know, by fme indu- 
bitable marks, when the word pr’ached is really made profit- 
able. It is fo when the hearer fiids it a feafonabse word—a 
word futted to his cafe and circumtta:.ces—when he finds ita 
fearching word, trving him both by the law and by the Gof- 
pel; revealing the fecrets of his heart, and the truth of his 
ftate; “Lhou art the man”—when he finds it an bumbling 
word, laying him very low in his own eves, as the chief of 
fianers and the Jeaft of all faints—-a quickening word, ftirring 
him up, upon all occafiens, to aét for Ged with vigour and 
intenfe application; “ Thy word hath quickened me”’—a fanc~ 
tifying word, purifying h.s heart, and r: gulating his life ac- 
cording to the will of God. When the word is profitable to 
a man, it operates upon his heart as fire operates upon metals, 
feparating the die fs, and purifying the intrinfic ore. Js nod 
my word as fre? faith the Lord. 

Once more, i the word is profitable to a man, it proves a 
comforting word ; tt breathes a reviving gale upon the fainting 
mind; it app! e- the balm of confolation to the wounded breaft; 
it foo bes at once the forrows of the heart, and enables a tried 
and affl ted bel ever always to triumph tn Jcfus Chrift, As 
our ffi tions abound fo our canfolations abound alfs. 

Tat the word of God, faichiully. preached, may do you ef- 
fential good, [ befeech you regard the following directions: 

1. Attend it diligently. Let not any and every little matter 
prove an hindrance. Suffer not sour place at the houfe of 
God to remain empty, to the grief of your minifter and fel- 
low members, except when fome call in Providence will fully 
juftify vour ahfence. Guard avair ft luxury and floth, 

2. Believe it stedfast'y Stedfattly, but not implicitly with- 
out thought and examination. Endeavour to mix appropriate 
ing faith with the precious word of divine truth. 

3. Pray over it earnestly, Oualy God can make the word 
ufetul to falvacion. The more prayer is praé€tifed, the more 
benefit will be obtained by the werd. 

4. Apply it faithfully. Not co others, but to yourfelf. Ne- 
ver pui the word from you, but labour to improve it, by mak- 
jng the beft and moft profitable ufe of it, Reader, I am tene 
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erly concerned for thy good,—for thy fou!’s profperity and 
welfare. Attend to thefe fricadly biats, [ befeech you. 
And may the word of grace, in hearing and reading it, prove 
the power of God to your everlafting falvation, J. dH. 








INCONSTANCY. 
A FRAGMENT. 
CARCELY had Philander entered his clofet to meditate 


ov the fermon he bad juft heard, when his ears were af- 
failed by a fudden rap at the door; and he was quickly in- 
formed, that fome comyany waited in the pailour to fee him. 
With much reluétance, inereafed by theconfc:ous impropriety 
of Sunday vifits, he Jeft his beloved retreat ; and upon entering 
the room, was faluted by the comolaifance cf Curufo, Mutator 
and Vento‘us. After the formalities of an unexpected interview 
were adjufted, Philander, addreffing himf«!f to Curiofo, faid, 
«© Where have: you been this morning ?”’—“ Why really,” 
replied Curiof >, “ I can hardly tell; for, to 'e honeft, I have 
fpent a great part of the time in running about.”—“ Then, 
I fear,”’ faid Philander, “ you have net {pent the time very 


profitably.” Indeed you are much miftaken,” anfwered , 


Curiofo, “ for I have-attended two prayer- meetings and heard 
three {:rmens, and it is not dinner time yert.””— How can that 
be poffible?”? replicd Philander, with an unufual degree of 
earneftnefs. “ Why,” faid Curicfo, “ 1 heard Diligens at fe- 
ven o’clock, and as foon as fermon was over, haftened toa 
focial prayer-meeting at a friend’s houfe. After Lreakfaft, I 
m+t with fome Chrittian friends in the veftry of our meeting, 
and fpent fome time in prayer before fervice commenced ; 
then, afier hearing our minifter, I ran as hard as I could toa 
certain chapel, and was juft in time for the text; fo that you 
fee | have made a good ufe of mytime’” Juft as he was pro- 
nouncing the laft fentence, he was interrupted ‘by Philander, 
who, with a very ferious air, told him he much doubted the 
propriety of his laft expreffion.—“ Why fo?” faid Curiofo, 
“¢ Becaufe,” replied Philander, * I think the t:me could have 
been better fpent.””>—* Surely,” anfwered Curiofo, “ it can- 
net be more profitably {pent than in hearing the Gofpel.”— 
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«< Give me leave, friend,” faid Philander, “ to enquire what 
were the particular fubjects you heard infifted upon?” The 
moft tremendous clap of thunder could not have produced a 
more fudden change in Curicfo than did this gueftion. He 
was mute; but at ‘length, with a faultering accent, he begged 
that Philander would give him time to récallell. ae hat,” 
replied Philander, “¢is what I wanted, you to take. It does 
not appear to me that you have gained much good by your 
attendance, when you cannot call to mind even the general 
outlines of the fubject. Had you been fatisfied, as 1 was, to 
hear one fermon, with a mind prepared by ferious felf-exami- 
nation, and after that to retire, in order to apply what you 
had heard, which was fuitable to your cafe, you would not on- 
ly have retained in your memory the precious truths which 
fell from the lips of the preacher; but might, perhaps, have 
been able to fay—They were life and fpirit to my foul.” 
Philander, perceiving that Curiofo was quite embarrafled, in 
order to afford him time to recover himfelf, turned the conver- 
fation to Mutator, who, finding he was about to be addrefled, 
was willing to be beforehand, and faid, ** Pray who do you 
think 1 heard this morning f’? ¢& Why,” anfwered Philander, 
«¢ as T know your attachment to Gracilis, it is but naturab to 
fuppofe vou have attended upen him.” ‘ Not I indeed,’’ 
rejoined Mutator, “I thought you had known that I have en- 
tirely left him.” ¢ Surprizing !”? exclaimed Philander, “lef 
Gracilis ! why the laft time I faw you, you were extravagant 
in his praifes. His ideas were fo original, his voice fo feno-= 
rous, his action fo graceful, and his manier fo energetic, you 
pronounced him the greateft preacher you ever heard.” —“ ] 
really thought fo,”’ faid Mutator, “ till Eugenio came to town; 
but he has quite altered my opinion.”’——“ Pray who is Euge- 
nio?” enquired Philander.—- I do not much wonde:,” re- 
plied Mutator, “that you are ignorant of him; this is the first 
time of his whit ing the metropolis; but when he becomes 
known, he will eclipfe every body elfe.”,——“* On what ac- 
count ?”’ faid Philander, “ Why,” anfwered Mutator, * be- 
eaufe-——” “TI fuppofe you mean,” fubjoined Philander, 
& becaufe he is a d:ffcrent perfon, a new face, that great Go/- 
pel magnet of thefe wondering days.”—** Surely,” faid Mu- 
fator, “ you are not ferious in talking thus ; you mean to 
banter mec.”’—=“ Not I, truly,” replied Philander; “if you 
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tould learn the impropriety of fuch a changeable difpofition, 
and act accordingly, it would much more acorn the profeflion 
of the truth than does a zealous, but tranfent attachment to 
a preacher, not becaufe he is really more eminent than others, 
but becaufe he is of more recent appearance.” —“ W hat then,” 
exclaimed Ventefus, who had hitherto been filent, ‘I fuppofe 
you with us always to hear one minifter. This would be 
lifelefs work indeed. Variety and change are cflential to im- 
provement.” ‘ That I much queftion,” feid Philander.— 
«¢ Such a practice may gratify a fickle mind, asd may, in fome 
cafes, be attended with advantage ; but it is net calculated to 
increafe knowledge or eftablifh the mind. Excufe me for ad- 
erting to your cafe, Curic fe, continued he, “ it gives birth 
to the error with which I think you are chargeable, and, per- 
haps, to feveral others,” Here Ventefus interrupted him by 
faying, “ Really Philander, I think you are very bigotted.— 
You fhould remember every perfon docs not think as you do, 
and therefore give them the fame latitude you take for your- 
felf.”’——“6 This I will moft cheerfully do,”’ faid Philander, «‘and 
the evil will be cured at‘once. I embrace the liberty of the 
Grofvel, and wifh to extend ittoothers. Thence I learn that 
it is a good thing for the heart to be establifoed with grace. Now 
I conceive you purfue methods, which have no tendency ta 
promote this obje&t. You gain no benefit from ‘a minifter 
unlefs he is popular. If he declines in this refpeét, you ima- 


gine his preaching is dry, infipid, and perhaps /ega/; and con- » 


cur in the cenfure of others, that fuch a perfon, once a favou- 
rite with the public, is not what he ufed tobe. ‘This clearly 
proves, either that fe is changed, or that you are miftaken; if 
he is altered, it mutt be either fol the better or the wosfe. In 
the former cafe, you are not juftified in leaving him; and 
even in the latter, you may be miftaken in your judgment ; 
and if fo, you carelefsly, though inadvertently leave him, under 
whom you once profited, and are hereby guilty of a contempt 
of one of God’s meflengers. I believe it feldcm happens, ac- 
cording to the common courfe of things, that a minifter is the 
worfe for advancing in years. If his knowledge and experi - 
ence increafe, this ought to endear him to the people; where- 
as, in Common, his continuance with them is the oftenfible 
reafon for departing frem him.” 
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Philander was now affailed by all his vifitors, and charged 
with making uctriendiy ftriGures upon their cor duct. “f 
can only fay,” replied he, with much cooloefs, ** that whar E 
have advanced on this fubjcét is conitte. it w ti reaton and !2ét. 
Let me anpeal to your ovn experience.”"——* But flop,” fi id 
Voentofuc, © here comes Mnafon; we wil ‘Kae his opinion.” 
U_ on being introduc co, he avolog:zed for his iatrufion, which 
he faid he feldom had cecafion to do on that day, in which he 
never patd any dic vilits; but he had been to fee a fick bros 
ther, aud finding himfelf weary, had called in for fome refre fis 
ment. Patiander told him that apologies were ncedlefs in his 
circum#ances, at the fame time that he perceived the confu- 
fion of his othe guetts at this undefigned, but poignant re- 
proof which hid dropped from Vinafon, We have,” faid 
Ventotus, addre fling himfelf to Maafon, “for fome time been 
converting ona fubjeét, which we will now refer to you. Phi- 
Jander condemns the practice of many perfons, in ‘following 
different popular preachers, and thin ks we ought to confine 
ourfelves chiefly to a ftated miniftry.”—* In that,’? anfwered 
Mnafon, “ { ‘nink he is perfeétly right. You fee I am now 
old: I have ftood for many years a tree plansed, I hope, by the 
Lord’s right hand; and though not fo fruitful as I could wifh, 

et I cruft not altogether barren. 1 have for many years fat 
under the truly ve. erable Judicator, and find more inftruétion, 
and as much fatisfastion in him as ever. With him I began 
my Chriftian race. and with him, or fhortly after him, I hope 
te end it.””—“T am iure,” faid Mutator, “ the cafe ts very dif- 
ferent with us: we have been but a few years in the good old 
way yet, and ”’ fubjoined Philander, * have hed as many 
favourites as moons.” This fudden interruption quite dif- 
concerted them; and thvugh a: firtt chey intended te {pend 
the afternoon with Philander, and the eveninz at fome lecture, 
they now began to prepare tor a departure. When Philander 

erceived this, he told them that is did not judve it a breach 
of true hofpitality’ to rejeet fuch vitits as theie ; “ and,”? added 
he, “ as I never expect, to L never prepare Kos them; but if 
you take fuch fare as we have, vou fhiil be wele me ;  witdh 
ter dinner we will accompany Mnafon to hear Judicator.””—— 
They accepted the off-r, aud am ‘ng ft other things which were 
mentioned in coaverfation, M1.oa particularly requefted 
shem te reinember, that there were relative duties between a 
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fninifter end his people whfch ought moft confcientioufly © 
be regarded. On the minfter’s part by watching for the fouls 
of his hearers 3 and on the people’s part. by holding up, an@ 
{trengthening the hands of their minifter. Thefe duties,’’ con- 
tinucd he, “ muft be negleéted by a conformity to that prac- 
tice for which you have been contending againft Philander.” 
‘There feemed a general acquiefcence in this ohfervation, and 
the time being come to go to the place of worfhip they went 
accordingly, and were feated before the commencement of the 
fervice: for it was a maxim with Mnafon and Philander nev- 
er to difturb public worfhip by a late attendance, which they 
confidered both as indecent and criminal. They accompanied 


Judicator in his addrefs to the throne of grace ; but were not iy 
a little furprifed to hear him read for his text the benedi&tion ‘i 

of David, “ Bleffed are they that dwell in thy house, they will 3 
Ee firll pratfing thee’* From which he took occafion to fhew hi 
the privilege they enjayed in having public ordinances to re- rat 
fort to. The duty of fuch as have this mercy, as confifting in Hs) 
a conftant, ftedfaft, and perfevering regard to them. ‘The a 
peculiar advantage which refulted from dwelling in the houfe a 

of God,—great caufe fer praife, and a difpofition correfpond- 4 
ing toit. When the aflembly were difmiffed, they departed i: 


from the courts of God, acknowledging the benefit they had 
received from the difcourfe, and refolving, in the ftrength of 
divine grace, to be,in future, more stedfat, and always abound 
14 the work of the Lord, which Jhall net be in vain. 

CHIOS. 
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( From the Conne@icut Evangelical Magazine.] 
QUESTION. 


Da faints ever lofe any degree of grace, or san@ification ? Or; 
Is grace in faints ever dimintfhed, fo that a lefs quantity 15 now 
polfeffed, than at a preceding period ? 

HIS being among the doubtful fubjedts, i¢ does not 
become us to decide pofitively upon it; yet evidences 
perhaps fatisfactory, may be produced that faints never lofé 


* Palm uxxxIVv 4. R 
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any, not the leaft degree, of that fandtification which they 
have attained. This is a fubject on which revelation only is 
to be confulted, and the evidence from revelation is to be ob- 
tained from two fources. 

1. Pofitive affurances or declarations, that holinefs in faints 
fha!l be progreflive. It is faid, Job. xvii. 9. The righteous 
Shall hold on bis way. This is equal to a pofitive declaration 
or an abfelute promife, that the righteous fhall maintain his 
degree of grace, or the progrefs he hath made in the way of 
holinefs or life. If he deth not this, if the quantity or degree 
of grace in him be diminifhed, at that time he doth not hold 


on his way; but reclines, and his movement is retrogade, ra- 


ther than progreflive. It is added, and he that hath clean 
hands fhall wax fronger and fironger. Thisalfo aflerts an in- 
creafing or conftant improving, which is inconfitent with a 
declining ftate. Itis faid, Pfa.Ixxxiv. 7. They go from Arexgth 
to strength. Ifthis relates primarily to faints, equally with 
the other, it aflerts that progreffive improvement of gsace with 
which the diminution of it at any time is incompatidle.—lf it 
defcribed the colle&tion of the tribes of Ifrael from their refpec- 
iive refidenees, to falemnize the feafts of the Lord, or of indi- 
viduals, to attend his worfhip in Jerufalem, and this were ty - 
pical of the collection of the numerous communities, or indi- 
viduals of his people, from the four winds of heaven, in his 
holy hill of Zion—i't teaches, that faints in their pilgrimages 
are continually progrefling toward that better country, as the 
tribes ef Ifrael pregreffed in their journey to Jerufalem.—lIt 
is faid, Ifa. xl. 31. They that wait upon the Lord fhall renew 
their strength, they fhall mount up with wings as Eagles, run 
and net be weary, walk and not faint : All which expreffiens 
imply that conftant progrefs in holinefs with which the dimi- 
nution of fanétification, in any degree, is totally inconfiftent. 
Let us now confider the other fource of inftrudction. 

2. That of comparifon or fimilitude.x—As the fimilitudes 
which reprefent the nature and ftate of grace are numerous 
as well as various, let it fuffice only to refer to them, or pro- 
duce the fcriptures which containthem. The parables of the 
muftard feed, and Jeaven caft into meal, are probably defigned 
to reprefent the nature of grace in the hearts of faints, equally 
with the progrefs of Chrift’s kingdom in the world. In Prov. 
iv. 16. grace is compared to a fhining light which fhines more 
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sid more until the perfect day.—Ifa.xliv. 4. They fhall {pring 
uy as willows by their water courfes. Pta. 1. 1—3. Blefled 
is the man that walketh not in the counfel of the uogodly— 
bis leat allo foal: not wither. Mal.iv. Youthat fearmyname 
—fhail grow up as calves for the ftall. John iv. 14. The wa- 
ter that L. thali give him, fhall be a well of water /pringing up 
to everlatt ing life. 2 Cor, iii. 18. But we all with open face 
beholding as ina glafs the glory of the Lord are changed into 
the fume imoge from glary ta glory. Grace in faints is compa- 
red ty aa infant or child. 1 Pet. ii. 2. As new born babes, 
d-fire the fincere — of the word, that they may grow there- 
by. 4 Cor, xiii, of. When I was a child, I urderftood as a 
chid—but when 7 became a man \ put away child. fh things. _- 
Eph. iv. rr. And he gave fome apoftles—for the per fetting of 
the faints—till we all come in the unity of the faith, untoa 
perfect man—-that we be no more children, but {peaking the 
truth in love may grow up into kim tn all things which Js 
the head, even Chrift.—if ic be faid, As plants wither by 
drought, and children are diminifhed by ficknefs in fize and 
ftrenoth, fo grace in faints may be diminifhed by ternptations 
and lutts, the ditempers of the foul; to complete the objedti- 
on it may be added, ‘a the reafoning is equally conclufives 
as children, by ficknefs, decay and die, fo grace in faints may, 
decline and become extinét: and is not the argument from the 
fimilitude as dire&t and decifive for the total extinétion, as for 
the diminution of grace? But ought not a conviction ef the 
conftantly improving nature of grace to be produced in our 
minds by ‘Miiences fo pofitive and fimilitudes fo éireét and 
inftruétive, though no fatisfactory folution of apparent objec- 
tions could be produced ? One general obfervation fupported 
by divine teftimonv will obviate all the particular cafes which 
may be offered under the prefent objection, viz. that the gra- 
cious conftitution which God has eftablifhed with his peaple, 
proceeds ina manner or order, dirc€&tly the rcverfe of the 
conftitution of natures As it is sah adal this prepofition 
will be illuftrated by the fubf-quent remarks, no particular 
proof of it will be produced. If Gad has eftablifhed fuch a 
gracious conftitution, though children decay, by ficknefs, in 
fize and ftrength ; temptations and Jufts, the infirmities of 
the foul, tend to the i improvement of grace.—It may be obfer- 


R 2 


oe 
PR ne I HR ES 
5 ae St ee 
Se 





ae ah op, 
‘* 


ae 
. 


Sige et 


= noes 
Li 


ons : 





beds 


2t2 ~ On the sanctification of the Saints. 


ved in this place, though it be a partial digreffion, that fymp- 
toms or expreffions of weaknefs, through diminution of natu- 
ral frength or mental vigor by the power of ficknefs, or the 
infirmities of age, are no real evidence of the decay of grace. 
As grace does not change the conftitution, nor the ftate of 
the body, nor the faculties of the mind, and thefe are the or - 
gans by which grace is exhibited, as thefe are feeble. or vigor- 
ous, fuch may be the manifeftation which grace makes ot 
itfelf. Happily however we are furnifhed with many plea- 
fing inftances in which grace manifefts itfelf with uncom- 
mon luftre amidft great bodily weaknefs and all the infirmi- 
ties of age, are fo many ituftrations and confirmations of 
divine truth and fidelity. In old age they fhall be fat and flou~ 
rifping, to thew that the Lord is upright and there 1s no unrigh- 
teaufne/s in him. 

The holy fcriptures affure us, that fpiritual improvement 
is the immediate end of thofe chaftifements, of which inward 
trials are a very important part, which faints experience in 
this life. Our natural parents correct us for their pleafure, 
but their heavenly Father chaftens them for their profit, that 
they may be partakers of his holinefs. And their affliction, in- 
ward as well as outward, yield in them the peaceable fruits of 
righteoufnefs. They produce this happy effect by exhibiting 
the vanity of earthly objects and difappointing their expec- 
tations from them, mortifying their fenfual and finful defires 
and appetites, fubduing their obftinate and refractory tem- 
pers,and reducing their wills to a quiet and cheerful fubmif- 
fion to the will of their heavenly father, and fo they learn obe- 
dience by the things they fuffer :—and by drawing the curtain 
of time and difclofing invifible fubje&s more affectingly, im- 
preffing them more feelingly, and exhibiting the glory to be 
revealed more attractively, they excite fpiritual affeétions 
maore ardently ; and thus amidft temptations without, and 
trials within, though their outward man perifh, yet is their 
inward man renewed day by day; while they look at things 
whioh are not feen and are eternal.—But efpecially two 
objections againft this fentiment ought to be confidered and 


obviated, 
I. That the cautions and exhortations addrefled to faints 


imply at leaft a poffibility of declining in grace. See that se 
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lose not the *hinzs which ye have attained, Sc. To which tt 
be may replied, 

1. “Vhat fuch cautioas equally imply a poffibility of falling 
from grace totally and fiaclly ; andif they are not a conclu - 
five evidence for che total extinction, neither are they for the 
diminution of grace.—Butit is efpecially to be obferved, 

gq. Uhat faints are preferved and improve ina gracivus 
{tite by the exhortations of fcripture as a neceflary and ufeful 
mean for the purpofe. Ic is indeed the enly way in which 
they can be preferved as faints, or in a holy manner, as they 
exhibit the arguments and motives which excite that volun- 

ary exertion, or thofe virtuous exerciles in which holinefs 
radically conlifts. If we fhould funpofe that faints were fup- 
ported ina gracious ftate without cautiens and encourage- 
ments, there would be no more holinefs in it, than tn tbe 
prefervation of the earth or fea; 2s it weuld be au effedt of 
mere divine power, without any intellectual moral exercife 
whatever. But the addrefs of fuch motives, of evil to be a- 
voided, and of good to be attained, exhibit objects and fur- 
nifh opportunity for voluntary exercifes, and continually fti- 
mutate to holy exertions: the fear of experiencing the fatal 
effects of declenfion or apoftacy, and the hope of obtaining 
ine blefled reward of progrefiive perfevering grace, exciting 
the exercife of holy vigilance and afiduity in walking the 
way of life. —We may now confider the other objection, 

II. The experience ef the godly.—They fiad their ftate 
extremely various. At times poffeiied of thofe views of di- 
vine objcéts which elevate the:r minds and fill them with ho- 
ly wonder and joy—from which they decline and defend till 
they become {pétacles of emptinefs, guilt and unworthinefs, 
a terror to themfelves, and are conicious of thofe horrid athe- 
iftical thoughts, impure imaginations and aéts of wickcdnefs 
which produce ferious doubts and enquiries, not fo much 
whether they have declined in grace, as whether they ever bad 
any grace at all—and can it be fuppofed, that they now pof - 
fefs as great a degree of grace as when in a fublime and cles 
vated frame? ‘To this it may be replied, 

s. That many of the blafphemous and atheiftical thoughts 
which faints experience, are not the effects of corruption ; 
but Satanic injections, the fiery darts of their fpiritual ene- 
mics Their impure imaginations, the acts of wickednefs 
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of which they are confeious; may not be the effeéts of adecline 
in grace and the increafe of corruptien, but the fruit of thae 
corruption which previoufly exifted, drawn into exercife by 
the exhibition of an enticing object. Even thefe indireé?y 
promote their growth in grace, by difcloting tke fountain of 
wickednefs in their hearts, giving occafion fer the renewed 
exercife of repentance and humility, riveting thofe tempers 
more deeply in them, teaching them more effe@tually their 
entire dependence upon the grace of God to preferve them 
from finaing and falling—the worth of pardoning mercy, and, 

remembering the wormwead and the gall, inculcating ietiens 
of diffidence, eircumfpection and prayerfulnefs, which have 
an habitual influence over them all their days.—Not only 
hath moft importantand ufeful iwftruction been derived to the 
people of God, and eflential benefit arifen to individuals from 
the terrible falls of David, Solomon and Peter, but from thefe 
falls the overruling wifdam and grace of God took occafion to 
make them more excellent faints on earth, and more happy 
in heaven than they would have been, if they had never fal- 
len victims to temptation.—It any from this fay, Let us fin 
that grace may abound, and do evil that good may come, it 
is fufficient, as a prefervative f from ‘uch abufe of the truth, te 
fuggeft the obfervation of the apoftle, the damnation of fuch 
25 just. 

2. The feelings of faints are not the teft by which their 
ftate, or degree of grace is to be refolved. If they feel at 
fome time more empty and vile, than at others, tt is no eer- 
tain evidencs, nor real fymptom of the decay, or diminution 
of grace inthem. Thefe mortifying fcenes may really be 
high exercifes of grace ; not towards its directand preper ob- 
jects, God or Chrift, or heaven ; but indirectly towards them- 
fzelves, in repentance, felf abhorrence and abafement of foul 
before-God ; when they will, they muft be empty, vile and 
devoid of grace, in their own eficem. 

Thefe fcenes of humiliation are really neceffary and 
highly ufeful. Were the gracious at all mes to be fuppor- 
ted in an elevatea frame, they would continue to be like new 
converts, like the Ifraelices at the Red Sea, in a glow of af- 
fection, but extremely ignorant of the artinces of Satan, the 
deceitfulnefs of fin, of the blindneis, pride, obftinacy and re- 
bellion of their hearts; would poflets much greater degrees 
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ef felf fufiiciency and vain confidence, more forward and 
zealous like Peter, more exp fed to the influence of tempta- 
tion, and to difhoner God and religion through ir.—But 
whem the Lord loves he chaftens, as well by fpiri itual defer - 
tions and iaward conflicts, as by outward tria's and aMictions 
a the direct exercifes of grace mutt be fufpendec—4 ney 
uit de fcend into the dark caverns, a: nd be concucted threugh 
oa various apartments of a corrupt and depraved heart, and 
infect the wicked and feul fpirits aes Inhabit them, for 
their humiliation and abhorrence ; te oring them to Ioath 
themfelves for their manifold abominations, mortify their 
pride and independent fpirit, and compel them to confide alone 
in God and grace. Theale humiliating fcenes pu rily and re- 
fine them. By thefe grace takes reot downward and bears 
fruit upward, in the greater purity and fervor Of their holy 
affections, and the refinement of their jay and comfort, thofe 
peaceable fruits of right eoufnefs which proceed from them. 


PEREGRINUS. 














To the Editors of the Connecticut Evangelical Magazine. 
THOUGHTS 


ON LUKE xXil. 22. 


nd truly the Son of Man gacth as was determined of him 
pa woe unte that man by whom he is bet: ayed.”’ 


HESE are the words of the Lord Jefus on that folemn 
night in which he was betrayed into the hands of fin- 

ners, While he was eating the laft paflover with his difziples, 
he informed them, that he was about to be betrayed and put 
to death, and that even one of them would be guilty of this 
vile treachery. But to fupport his real friends under this 
peculiar and diftreffing trial, he tells them, that the “ Son of 
Man goeth, as it was determined of him ;” teaching them, 
that however dark and painful this event might appear, yet it 
had been before determined in the divine counfels, and there- 
fore was neceflary to accomplifh the wife and benevolent 
purpofe of Jehovah. ‘ But woe, fays he,” “unto that man by 
whom the Son of Man is betrayed ;” plainly evincing, that 
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great would be the guilt and punifhment of this traitor. This 
paflage of Scripture refers to one of the moft wonderful and 
important events which ever took place in our world. It may 
therefore fuggeft fome interefting and ufeful remarks. 

1. [he death of Chrift is an event which has been produc- 
tive of unfpeakable good to the univerfe. It has made the 
cleareft and brighteft difplay of the divine charaéter and per- 
fectiens which has ever been exhibited. The wifdom of God 
has been wonderfully difplayed in contriving the way of re - 
demption, in which the divine law and government have been 
fupported, fin difcountenanced, and yet penitent finners par- 
doned and faved. In this way, the fubtle devices of Satan 
have been defeated, and over-ruled to anfwer benevolent pur- 
pofes, and goed has been brought out of fin, that worft of 
evils. 

The inflexible juftice of God, and his oppofition to fin, 
have been ftrikingly manifefted in the death of the Lord Jefus. 
For as God {pared net his wel! beloved Son, when he took 
the place of finners, but infliéted upon him the moft dreadful 
{ufferings; it fhews his immutable juftice and oppolition to fin, 
and his fixed determination to fupport the authority of his law 
and government. The unfpeakable grace and mercy of God, 
confifting in the exercife ef goodnels to the miferable and ill. 
deferving, have been peculiarly manifefted in the infinite gift 
of the Saviour, in pardoning finners through him, and making 
them heirs cf eternal life. In thefe and various other ways, 
the death ef the Lord Jefus has been the means of bringing 
out the divine perfections to the view of creatures, and fo has 
been conducive to the glory of God, and to the happinels of all 
the inhabitants of heaven. For a view of the divine perfec- 
tiens is one chief fource of the felicity of al! holy beings.-—- 
The Scriptures therefore teach, that “ unto the principalities 
and powers in heavenly places is known by the church, the 
manifold wifdom of God; and that the ange's defire to look 
into thefe things.”’ 

The death of Chrift is alfo productive of infinite good, as 
it has been, and will be, the means of faving millions of man- 
kind from everlafting deftruction, and of introducing them 
into unfpeakable and eternal felicity. For had it not been for 
the death of the Saviour, not a fingle individual of the human 


yace could ever have been faved. 
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2. It appears that the death of the Lord Jefus was determi- 
ned or fore-ordained in the divine purpofes. This is evident 
from plain declarations of facred writ. It was expreisly pre- 
dicted in the Old Teftament, that the Saviour or Mefliah 
fhould thus die. [e is faid, Iai. liii. “ He was wounded for 
our tranfgreffions, he was bruifed for our iniquities. He was 
cut off out of the land of the living. He made his grave with 
the wicked, and with the rich in his death.”” And in Daniel 
it is declared, that “the Meffiah fhall be cut cff, but not for 
himfelf.”” Since the death of Chrift was thus plainly foretold, 
in thefe and many other paflages of the word of God, it cer- 
tainly muft have been fore-ordained in the counfels of the un- 
changeable Jehovah. Accordingly it is exprefsly declared by 
the voice of infpiration, that he’ was “ delivered by the deter- 
minate counfel and fore - knowledge of Ged ;”’ and that “ He- 
rod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and people of Ifrae}, 
were gathered together againft thy hely child Jefus, for to de 
whatfoever thy hand and thy counfel determined before to be 
done.”? Peter alfo in his firlt epiltle, {peaking of being re- 
deemed by the precious blood of Chrift, fays,“* who verily was 
fore-ordained before the foundation ef the world.” And in 
Revelation he is called the *¢ Lamb flain from the foundation 
of the world,” becaufe his death was fixed in the purpofes and 
view of Ged from the beginning of the world, or from eter ~ 
nity. Again, itis faid that Chriitians were chofen in Chrift 
before the foundation of the world ; which plainly fhews, thae 
his death, by which thev are faved, was eternally determined 
upon in the counfels of God. The Lord Jefus therefore de- 
clared, ‘*And truly the Son of Man goeth as it was determined 
of him.” From thefe and other exgrefs declarations, of Scrip- 
ture, itis evident, that the death of the Lord Jefus was fore- 
ordained in the immutable and eternal purpofes of Jchovah. 


Befides, fince the death of Chrift is a matter of fuch infinite 
importance to the glory of God, and the eternal happinefs of 
mankind, it is certain from seafon and the divine perfeétions, 
afide from exprefs declarations of Scripture, that it muft have 
been determined or fore-ordained by the omnifcient unchange- 
able Jehovah, “ who worketh all things after the counfel of 
his own will, and to whom all his works are known from the 
beginning.” 
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3. It appears froin the facred Scriptures, that thofe who were 
coucerned in bringing about the death of the Saviour, were 
very criminal, The great guilt of Judas in thus bafely be- 
traying his Lord and Mafter, is evident from his own confef- 
fion. His confcience filled him with fuch guilt and horror 
for his wickednefs, that he brought back his thirty pieces of 
ill-gotten filver, faying, “I have finned, in that L have betray- 
ed innocent blood.’? The money which he received for his 
treachery is called the “ reward of iniquity.” His great wic- 
kednefs is alfo manifeft from the dreadful denunciations againtt 
him. It is declared by the Lord Jefus himfelf, “ Woe unto 
that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed: it had been 
good for that man if he had not been born.” He is called “a 
devil, and the fon of perdition.”? And as a token of God’s 
awful difpleafure againft his peculiar wickednels, he was per- 
mitted in a fit of defperation, to go and hang himielf. “And 
falling headlong, he burft afunder in the midft, and all his 
bowels gufhed out.” Thefe various confiderations clearly 
prove the great guilt of Judas, It is alfo equally evident from 
the word of God, that the Jews and Pilate were very crimi- 
nal in putting to death the Saviour. For it is exprefsly de - 
clared, that, “ with wicked hands they took and crucified 
him.”” The Jews are {poken of as being very criminal for 

eing the murderers and berrayers of the holy and just One; 
and it is faid, that wrath was come upon them to the uttermoft, 
for killing the Lord Jefus and their own prophets. ‘And je- 
fus faid to Pilate, “© He that delivered me unto thee hath the 
greater fin; fhewing that Pilate was criminal in fome degree 
for putting him to death, but that his fin was not fo aggra- 
vated as that of Judas and the Jews, who delivered him up 
to him. Ic is evident then, from exprefs declarations of Scrip- 
ture, that Judas and thofe who were concerned in betraying 
and murdering the Lord of glory, were very criminal. 

4. But it may be here inquired, how they could be criminal 
or deferving of punifiment in thus bringing about the deash 
of Chrift, when it was fore-ordained, that he fhould be thus. 
put to death ? 

In anfwer to this inquiry,-it may be obferved, 

1ft. It is certain from exprefs declarations of Scripture, as 
wel! as from the divine perfeétions, that the death of the Lord 
Jeius was predetermined ‘in the eternal counfels of the un- 
changeable Jehovah, And it is equally certain, from the 
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plainett declarations of God’s word, that Judas, the Jews and 
Pilate, were guilty of great wiekedne(s in betraying and put- 
ting him to death, We cannot deny either of thefe propofi- 
tions, without flatly contiad:éting the moft cxprefs aflertions 
of divine infpiration, Can any owe who believes the holy 
criptuces, deny that the death of Chrift was fore-ordained, 
when it is plainly declared, that-he was “ delivered by the de. 
terminate countel aad avevhinee edge of God ;”’ and “ Herod 
and Pontius Pilate, with the Jews aud people of Ifrael, were 
gathered together againft the holy child Jefus, for to db what 
God? s hand and counfel determined before to be done??? Or 
can a believer of Scripture deny, that thofe who betrayed and 
ut him to death were criminal or finful, when it is exprefsly 
ailerted, that with “* wicked hands he was taken, crucified and 
lain,” and when Judas confeffed that he had finned in betray- 
ing innocent blood? Should it then even be allowed, that we 
were not able fully to difeern how perfons could be cHmingd 
for doing what God’s hand and counfel before determined to 
be done ; ; yet this would be no certain evidence that it was 


not the cafe. For there are many truths refpecting the per- 


fe&tiens and operations of God, which are quite above our 
comprehenfion, Thus it is certain from Scripture and rea~ 
ion, that Ged has exifted from eternity witheut any beginning 
or caufe of his exiftence. Every rational mind muft affene 
to this truth, and yet nothing can be more incomprcherfible 
tham the eternal uncaufed exiitence of Jehovah. It is certain 
from Scripture, that Jefus Chrift was both God and Man in 
two diitin& natures, but one perfon. But how the divine and 
human natures could be thus united in one perfan, is quite 
above our coraprehention. Or who can fully comprehend, 
how {pirit can operate upen matter, er a volition ef the foul 
move the limbs of our bodies? Suppofing therefore, that we 
were wholly unable to comprehend how we could be criminal 
in deing what Ged had fore-ordained ; yet it would no more 
prove that this was not the eafe, than our being unable to 
somprehend Gad’s eternity, er the divine and human natures 
in the perfon of Jefus Chrift, would be proof azainft thefe 
truths; er tkam our being unable to fee, how the foul can a& 
upon the body, will prove that we have no foul. Burt, 

2d. Perhaps by candidly attending to the fubject we may 
fce, how Judas and the others concerned in the death of the 
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Saviour were frea agents and criminal in doing what “ God’s 
hand and counfe! before determined to be done.” Free a- 
gency or accountability implies a power of choofing as we 
pisafe, and of acting as we choufe. When therefore a rati- 
onal perfon, in view of mot ives, voluntarily choofes any ob- 
jeét or courfe of conduét,, he is a free and accountable agent. 
And if he voluntarily purlues finful courfes to gratify his 
wicked temper, he is evidentiy criminal, To aj pply thefe eb- 
fervations to the Epes fudject : Judas was net compelled 
to betray his Lord and Matter againft his choice and ineli- 
nation. But he went freely, of his own accord, to the chief 
priefts, and offered to betray Jefus for thirty pieces of filver, 
and he voluntarily conducted the band which feized him, to 
the garden, where Jefus was wont to refort. He was guilty 
of this bafe treachery for the fake of filthy lucre, or to gratify 
his covetous difpofition. The chief pricfts and elders volun- 
tarily convened to econfult, how they might take Jefus, and 
puchim to death, And they were perfectly voluntary in 
giving Judas the thirty pieces of filver—in fending a band to 
take him, and in importuning Pilate tocrucify him. “They 
thus feught his death to gratify their envious, malicious feelings 
towards him. Pilate alfo, contrary to every principle of juf- 
tice and humanity, chofe to condemn and put bim to death in 
order to pleafe the chief priefts and elders, fecure the favor 
and flop the clamors of the multitude, and thus promote his 
own private, felfifh intereft. It is evident from thefe confi~ 
derations, that thefe perfons were very criminal in betraying 
znd murdering the Lord of glery, although they thus did 
*¢ what God’s hand and counfel determined before to be done.” 
for in doing it, they were free and voluntary —aéted frem a 
wicked temper and motives, and had no regard to the will 
or purpofe of God. And although they fulfilled his purpofes 
and prediGtiens, yet they “ meant not fo; neither did their 
heart think fo.” But they were wholly actuated by a felfith 
and finful temper. 

5. It may be again inquired, how it was juft to cenfider 
thofe concerned in the death of the Lord Jefus, as criminal 
and d-ferving of punifhment ; when in deing it, they brought 
about an event, which has been productive of fo much good 
ne hime, the glory ef God and the happinefs of man- 
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i¢ may be obferved in anfwer to this, that criminality o* 
ill-defert confifts in the temper or motives from which 
we act, and not in the confequences, which, through divine 
interpofition may flow from cura@tions. For inftance, fup- 
pofe that a phyfician gave a patient a dofe of poifon with an 
intention to dcftroy his life; but the poifon inftead of deftroy- 
ing him was unexpectedly the means ef curing him of fome 
troublefome and dangerous diforder. In this cafe it is evi- 
dent, that the phyfician would. be very criminal, and even 2 
murderer in the fight of God, fince he defigned to take the life 
of fue patient ; although contrary to his intention, it proved 
the means of great good tohim. God’s overruling the mur- 
derous attempt of the phyfician for good, does not render his 
intention at all thelefs criminal. So although the death of 
Chrift has been overruled for unfpeakable good; yet it was 
contrary te the intention of thofe, who procured his death. 
They had no defign to bring about this great good in promoe 
ting the glory of Ged, and happinefs of his kingdom, but they 
were aéting in direct oppofition to thefe. It is evident there- 
fare, that they were as criminal and ill-deferving, as though 
God had not overruled it to anfwer any good purpofe. For 
his bringing good out of their wickednefs, did not in the leaft 
alter their wicked temper and defigns, in which their crimi- 
nality confifted. 

A few of the reflections, fuggefted by the fubje&, will now 
be briefly neticed. 7 

rft. The fubje& clearly fhews, that the civine decrees or 
foreordination are not at all inconfiftent with our free agency 
or accountability and criminality. Fer the fcriptures exprefslv 
declare, that Jefus was “ delivered by the determinate counfel 
and foreknowledge of God,” and that in putting him to death, 
they “did what God’s hand and countel determined before to 
be done,”’ and yet that ‘* with wicked hands he was taker, 
crucified, and flain.”?” When therefore perfons obje&t, as ma- 
ny do, that if God decrees or foreordains whatever comes te 


pa/s, mankind cannot be free agents orcrimiral for any of their’ 


condu& ; they direétly contradiét the fcriptures, and are op - 
poling, net merely the reafonings of men, but the plaineft de. 
clarations of the wordof God. If any affert, that foreordina - 
tien is inconfiftent with our being criminal for our wron 


conduct ; they go directly in the face of fcripwure, which de- 
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clares, that with wicked hand they took and crueifed the Sa- 
viour, although it was what God’s hand and ceunfel deter- 
mined before to be done. It is certain the refores if the bible 
is true, that perfons may be criminal for doing what ts 
decreed or foreordainee—And thole, whe deny “this tru h, 
ought to take heed leit haply they be foun - fiviting againit 
God, and reje@ his counfel againtt then ives, 

ad. The fubject teaches, that Goa’s bringing good out of 
the evil conduét of the wiched, and overruling all events for 
the promotion of his glory and the bh apr fs of his kingdom, 
afferds no excufe or encouragement for fin. For althéugh 
God will thus caufe the wrath and wickeénefs of man to praife 
him, contrary to the defigns ef the wicked; vet this, as alrea- 
dy fhewn, does not altertheir motives and intentions, in which 
their eriminality confifts, and fo eannot leflen their guilt, or 
afford them any excufe. The impenitent alfo will as certain- 
ly be punifhed for all their fins, as though they were not over- 
ruled for any geod. For it is declared, that God will ren- 
der “ indignation and wrath, tribulation asd anzuifh to every 
foul that doth evil’’—~that the L: 1rd Jefus will take vengeance 
on them that obey not the gofpel, who fhall be punifhed with 
everlafting deftru€tion—that they fhall receive according to 
the deeds done in the bedy, and that without bolinefs no man 
fhall feethe Lord. It is evident therefore, that the idea of 
God’s overruling all things for wife and good purpofes can 
afford no encouragement to indulge in fir, fince this will not 
in the leaft leffen the guilt, danger or punifhment of the im- 
penitent. And if any are difpofed to take encouragement 
from it to live i in fin, and to fay, “ Let us do evil, that good 
may come;”’ it manifefts, that they are the forvants of fin, in 
the gall of bitternefs and bonds of iniquity, and in the bread 
road of deftruction. - 

d. The confideration, that God worketh all things after 
the counfel of his own will; overrules them toanfwer the wifeft 
and beft purpofes, and will bring good out of all the evils 
which take place in the univerfe, muft afford the greateft fup- 
port and confolations to all the truly pious or benevolent. 
For amidft all the evils, troubles, confufions and darknefs of 
the prefent ftate, they may reflect, that a God of perfe& wif- 
dom er benevolence is at the head of the univerfeauis carry= 
ing into execution his wife and benevelent purpofes, and will 














Thoughts on Luke xxii. 22. 223 


render every event conducive to his glory and the beft good 
of his vniverfal kingdom. How calm and peaceful will lie 
confiderations render the friends of God under the moft dark 
and threatening appearances? Their hearts may be fixed, 
trufting in God. They are fafe in every fituation. All 
things in this life are working together for their good. And 
death wiil be their unfpeakable gain, will remove them from 
every trouble and forrow to manfions of endlefs peace and joy. 
Finally, the fubject fhews ‘the wretched, and dangerous 
ftate of the impenictent. “They have no part or lot in thefe 
infinite blefiings, ner any real fource of comfort and fupport 
under the evils 2nd troubles of life, or in the trying hour of 
death. For they are in a ftate of rebellion and oppofition a- 
ainft the infinite Jehovah, under his awful difpleafure, and 
expofed to all the dreadful threatenings of his holy word. 
He can eafily blast ell their profpeéts—will difappoint the'r 
attempts againft his caufe and people, and overwnelm them 
in unfpeakable and everlafting wretchednefs, if they bold out 
in their oppolition. “ Let the potfherd firive with the pot- 
fherds of the earth: but woe unto him that ftriveth with his 
Maker.’’ It isin vain, O finners, to contend with the Al- 
mighty by opppofing his law, gevernment, or the truths of his 
word. ‘How eafily can he cruth you and all your feeble at- 
tempts beneath the weight of his Almighty vengeance, and 
fink you down to ren medilefs perdition? Can your heart 
endure, or your hands be ftrong ; when he fhall come out in 
judgment again ft you??? « Confider this, ye that forget God, 
left he tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver.” Do 
not deftroy yourfelves by ftandingout in your impenitence and 
oppofition.. But“ Be ye reconciled unto God.” * Acquaint 
new yourfelves with hi m and be at peace, and thereby good 
thal come unto yeu.” 
: H. E. 
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A JOURNAL 


Of a Miffion to Saudufky, Brownstown, and their Vicinities, isi: 
der the Direétion of the Board of Trust of the Western Mij- 
fionary Society, by George Scott, A. M. and Mr. Fohn Bruce, 
Student; perfermed anne Domini 1804. 


July 30, 1804. CCORDING te appointment of the 
Board of Truft, I fet out on a miffion 
te Sandufky, Brownitown, and their Vicinities. Met Mr. 
Bruce at the river Ohio, oppotite Georgetown. Thence we 
proceeded on to the Moravian road, where we overtook a 
number of Indians of the Delaware nation, among whom was 
a certain old man of the name of Lyon, who underftood the 
Englith language. He informed us that he had a defire to 
fend his fon to fchool ; and for this purpofe he propofed te 
bring him to my houfe in about forty days: the boy is about 
fixteen years of age. After parting with thefe Indians, we 
€ontinued on our journey, without any thing remarkable oc- 
eurring, till we had crofled Sugar creek, and rode a few miles 
into the woods, when we came to an Indian’s camp, whofe 
name was Beaver Hat. ‘There were three families encamped 
together, all of the Delaware nation. With them we encamp- 
ed: this was on the rft of Auguft. We had confiderable con- 
verfation with them, as they could underftand fome Englifh.. 
We propofed taking fome of their children to fchool, and one 
woman appeared very defirous to fend her fon, but did not de-. 
termine the matter. . 
Thurfday Auguft 2. We left thefe Indians and proceeded 
en beyond the French village about two or three miles, where 
were two paths. Here we were at a lofs to know which toe 
take, thinking the right hand path might perhaps lead to the 
mouth of the river Huron: we therefore refolved to take the 
Jeft, as we fuppofed we had ceme paft the path that led to’ 
Upper Sandufky. After riding about a mile, we concluded 
the path inclined too much to the fouth, therefore returned to 
the other, along which we rode about a mile and encamped. 
Friday, 3. We were {till at a ftand which of the two paths. 
we ought to take; the one appeared to bear too much toward 
the fouth, and the other too much toward the north. At firft 
we had thoughts of riding back to the village to inquire; but 
en confultation, we concluded it would be fafer te go by the 
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vay of Upper Sandufky than by Huron, therefore refolved ta 
return t@ the other path which we did, and travelled al wg it 
perhaps 15 or 16 miles, when we came to a village of Dela- 
wares on Whitewoman river. Here we inquired for Upper 
nelage’ ky, but could ebtain no information of the road. We 
then inquired for Rie ftown, and they direCted us to a path 
{tra at t acrofs the hills. This led intothe path en which we 
travelled this morning ; fo that we found we had our old foot- 
iteps to tvace right back again to the Pare we lodged laft 
nizht, where we arrived about the middle of the sfieeneiase 
Our roca our road to-day prevented us from arriving at 
Sandutky ell Sabbath the sth. We arrived however in ume 
to preach to the Indians, who were colleéted for that purpofe 
by Hampton Northorp. There were but few of the Indians 
in town, the greateft part of them being gone to Detroit, to 
attend a council there, and to receive their prefents. As ma- 
ny of them, however, as were at home, attended, received us 
with friendthip, and fhook hands with us in the moft cordial 
manner. [ addrefled them with a difcourfe by way of exhor- 
tation, in which I informed them ef the love and friendthip 
our Prefbyterial body had for them, which excited them te 
fend us again to teach them the way of life—That leve to 
their fouls had prompted me te come and pay them another 
a , and encounter the dangers and bardfhips of the nas r= 
nefs “ make them an offer of falvation— Phen explained to 
them the fubftance of that text, “ Come unto me all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, and.I will give you reft.”” “All 
seemed exceedingly attentive aad folemn. After the difcourfe 
they all fhook hands with us in token of friendfhip. We ther 
parted with them, and went to Mrs. Whitaker’s for ledging. 
Monday, 6. Having appointed to meet the Indians again to 
day, we according!y wentuptotown. Before they colic&ed, 
I had confiderable converfation with the Flying Arrow, i. e: 
Young Barmet. He informed me that he was not fo diftrefled 
as he had been, and feemed to fignify that he had ebtained a 
hope. I enquired what was the foundation of his hope? Ho 
told me that he believed. he had come to fee that fin was fuch 
a wicked thing that GOD would be juft in condemning us 
for the leaft fin to all eternity-— That the natural evil of our 
heart is fo great, that it would be juft in GOD to caft us of 
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forever, notwithftanding all our prayers and repentings+— That 
GOD has a right to all our fervices, and to punifh us if we 
refule them— That there is no way in which we can obtaia 
falvation but through Chrift ; and in him there is a fu'l falva- 
tion. Upon further enquiry, what difcoveries he had con- 
cerning Chrift and the plan of falvation, he told me he thought 
he had come to believe that there was fufficient. in Chrift to 
fave all that come and accept of him for falvation, and that 
Chrift would not caft off any that come te him, although they 
had been the worft of finners. He faid he thought he had 
come to fee that he never c.uld he!p or fave himfelf—hat he 
muft quit depending on himfelf, and give up all into the hanes 
of Chrift, and let him do the whole— hat Chrift was all-fuf- 
ficient, anid fuitable to all his wants. I afked him how Chrift 
gould fave a finner without doing a difhonour to his own law, 
which could give up none of its claims, and the juftice of his 
Father, which was engaged for the vindication of his law? He 
an(wered to this «ffe¢t—That Chrift had fatisfied the law.— 
This was the fubftance of the converfation. I then endea- 
voured te inftruct him farther in the doétrines of falvation, 
and cautioned him to take great care not to fet down fatisfied 
with prefent attainments, pointing out to him the evidences 
of grace working in the foul, and urged him to make his call- 
ing and eleétion fure, on fcriptural and evidential grouncs,— 
He faid he thought he had ftrong defires after GOD, after 
mere kaowledge of him and his law, and that he withed to be 
entirely devoted to his fervice. After this converfation, 
Hampton Northorp informed me that fome of the chiefs had 
fent for a pretended prophet in the Cernplanter’s nation, a 

brether to the Cornplanter (who taught the Indians there) 
with a defign to ete him in erder to form achoice who fhould 
be their teacher. This circumftance appears fomewhat alarm- 
ing, as thefe poor people are fo eafily deceived by fuperftitious 
dreams and vifions. One circumftance, howeveryenceuraged 
my hopes :—Perhaps Satan is now ufing his laft efforts here, 
by transforming himfelf into an angel of ‘light ; but GOD can 
baffle all his fchemes. ‘The people being “colleéted, we went 
to the houfe of Young Barnet, where | preached to them on 
fai. i. 18. The audience appeared attentive and folemn —~ 
After fermon, Hamptoa Northorp, informed me that the In- 
dians had met in fociety on Sabbath days ever fince Mr. George 
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Foulks was out, till the Sabbath or two laft paft—That to- 
ward the laft, the Old Crane and Young Cornftalk had chiefly 
taken the lead, and had begun to condud their focieties in the 
Roman Catholick form, by confeffing their fins, then praying 
for pardon, The principal fpeaker in their fociety at fartt 
was Young Parnet, who is called the Flying Arrow; bur af- 
terwards one Reed, a chief whofe name is Cornttalk, and Old 
Crane, who is king of all thefe fmall nations, tack the lead. 
When we parted with the Indians this evening, we invited 
them to attend fermon to-morrow at Mrs. Whitaker’s. 
Tuefday, 7. his Gay a number of Indians mct according 
to avpoincment at the houfe of Mrs. Whitaker, and I preach- 
ed to them on chefe words—** If any man ferve me, him will 
my Father honour.” I endeavourcd to fhew what it wes to, 
ferve Chrift, or how we fhou!d ferve him; and then pointed 
cut fome things in which the Father would honcur the true 
fervanis of Cheift. During the difcourfe, numbers appeared 
very foiemn, efpeciall, Young Barnet, whotrembled anc fheok 
in fuch a degree, that for fome time I expected he wou'd have 
fallen. After fermon a numberof the eld people fhook hands 
with us in a very friendly manner, and then returned home. 
Young Barnet remained fome cenfiderable time after the reit 
were gone, far the purpofe of converfation. He informed me 
that his fears had generaily left biin— That he now feared no- 
thing fo much as difhonouring GOD—dHe was afraid of his 
wicked heart, that it weuld deceive hin.— That although his 


trouble had abated, he found great difficulty in ftrugzting a-., 


painft his wicked heart—But he thought he was more willing’ 
to be refizned to the difpofal of Providence than formerly. 
J found he was effeGually weaned from the Roman Catholick 
icheme, and under doubts concerning the prophet. I endea- 
voured to fhew him that we were to look for no prophecy in 
our day; that the vifion and prophecy were fealed up when 
the canon offScripture was complete; and that there wes a 
woe pronounced againft the dreamers, faying, I have dreamed, 
I have dreamed, &c, 

Vhurfday, 9. (his morning I fet out, accompanied by 
Mefirs. Bruce and Northorp, for Brownftewn and its vicini- 
ties. We arrived at the river Raifon on Saturday the rath, 
Here are a confiderable numberof Kaglith people fettled along 
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this river, who prevailed upon me to foend the Sabbath with 
them. Put up at the houfe ofa Mr. Bond. Here Mr. Bruce 
was taken exceeding il], and we began to be apprehenfive 
that he was about to have an attack of the Lake fever, which 
fometimes prevails much in this country. 

Sabbath, 12. This day a refpeGable number of Englifh 
people colleéted at the houfe of Mr. Bond, and I preached 
two fermons to them. Here appears to bea refpectable body 
of people, who nuroofed to form themfelyves inte a congreca- 
tion, and app: y ta the Synod to fend a miffionary to be ftati- 

oned at this place, and to preach to them as much of his time 
es could be {pared from the miffion ; and they, on their part, 
propofed to raife what they could for his fupport, at leaft a 
part of his time. For this purpofe, they requefted me to ap- 
point a day, and preach to them on my return. Next Thurf- 
day was appointed for that purpofe. After fermon we went 
and Jodeed witha Mr. Anderfon, an Indian trader, who treated 
us with much friendfhip and politenefs, 

Monday, 13. This morning Mr. Bruce feemed much bet 
ter; we therefore fet out for Brownftown, where we arriveda 
bout one or two o’clock in the afternoon. We went imme- 
diately and made our bufinefs known to the chiefs, requefting 
a hearing on Wednefday next. ‘J his they abfolutely refufed, 
faying they had a prieft there already, and therefore could hear 
no other. The prieft alluded to was a French Roman Catho- 
lick, who had preached among the Indians as far as Michili- 
machinac, and was now on his return tothe river Raifon, 
where was his refidence. This prieft had propofed to the In- 
dians to come and live among them, and I believe they were 
at firft very much taken with him. I now began to be ap- 
prehenfive that he would be very injurious to the miffion, as 
I am informed he is exceedingly bigoted and ftrenuous apainft 
all other denominations.* We then rode about a mile, to the 
houfe of a Mr. Walker, who is employed as interpreter for 


* While we continued here, the Indians began a firange kind of 
exercife, by Ke of worfpip or charm for fome that avere fick. They 
all fat round a hana herchief which they had fpread out on the floor, 
on which they played a fort of game, fomething like dice, with black 
and white heans. During this play, all kept up a frrange kind of 
noife, ar whosping. How frrangely are theje people infatuated with 
enthufieflic fuperftition / 
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the United States to the Wyandot Indians. He lives at the 
mouth of Detroit river. When we arrived at Mr. Walker’sy 
Rampton Northorp informed us that he had tpcken to fome 
of the Sandufky chiefs concerning fending their children to 
fchoo] ; that they had told him they would return him an an- 
{wer when the prefent council at Detroit was endid. He eb- 
ferved, that unlefs fome of us went to Detroit we fhould not 
feethem He likewife urged, that it would be proper to try 
to vet Mr. Dervet, the fuperiatendent of Indian affairs, tn our 
favour, as he had great influence with the Indians ; and as it 
was but eighteen miles durant 1t would not detain us long, 
To this we all confented, and I purpofed to go with Mr. 
Northora. But when we came to view our horfes backs, 
both Mr. Bruce’s and mine were in {uch a coaditiin as to 
render it impracticable. Lc was therefore determined that Mr. 
Northorp fhould go and do what he could. J wrote to Mr. 
Dervet, the fuperintenden:, informing him that I had intend- 
ed to call upoa him myielt, but was prevented by the forenefs 
of my horfe’s back 5 that I was fent by the Weftern Millon~- 
ary So ciety as a mifilionary to the Indians, and requefted his 
permiffion and approbation ; for the obtaining of which I fent 
on the permit from the Preficent, zod my own ceitificate.— 
Mr. Northorp thea fet out for Detroit, and we remained at 
Mr. Walker’s. 

Tuelday, 14. This morning Mr. Bruce went up the river 
about two miles to fee Geer ge Blue Jacke ty and im the after- 
noon George came down with him and invited me to goup; 
which I did, but had not been leng there beibre Me Nor- 
thorp returned from Detroit-—Informed us that Mr. Dervet 
had fpoken to the ehiefs at Detro't inf ring then a my ar- 
rival, being fent by the Pretbytery of Ohio under the direAi- 
on ef the Synod, and by permiffion of their father the Prefi- 
dent. He recommended me as a peifon of charaéter, who 
Was appointed by a refpectable body of divines 5 and there- 
fore requefted them to pay that attention to me that was due 
to a father that wifhed them well. ‘This fpeech I afterwards 
found had great influence with the Indians. But to return, 
Mr, Northorp informed me that the council had breken up 
and that Mr. Walker weuld be home this evening. I there- 
fore thought it beft to return to his houfe in order te confult 
with him what was befi to be dong. Soon afier cur retura 
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Mr. Walker arrived with three Indians, two of which were 
chiefs, viz. one named Jofeph and the other Walk-in-the- 
water. They ail fhook hands wiih me in the moit friendiy 
manner, and efpecially old Walk-in-the-water whe fhook 
hands with me and kiffed both my cheeks. We then fat 
down, when Walk-in-the-water informed me that Mr. Walk- 
er had told him that the chiefs of Brownftewn had refuied 
me a hearing. He faid he came on purpofe to have matters 
rectified—~That altho’ there was a prieft here already, they 
might hear both—That it vexed bim that his father fhould 
be ill treated ; and that he had brought the other chicf Jo- 
feph, who was a religious chief, on purpofe to fee mattcrs 
right. He faid likewife that he would have the chiefs called 
early next morning, and then let me know the refult of their 
confultation. J thanked him for his attention, and kindnefs 
in coming down, and | made no doubt but he and the other 
ehiefs weuld endeavor to do that which was right. ‘Thus en- 
ded our converfation, and after prayer we betook eurfelves 
to repofe. 
Wednefday, 15. This morning the two chiefs repaired to 
town as early as poffible, and after breakfaft old Walk-in- 
the-water returned with another chief, whofe mame was 
Round Head, one ef the principal chiefs of this town. They 
informed me that the reafon why the chiefs had refufed to 
hear me, was, The prieft, hearing of my cemivg, had warn- 
ec them not pay any attention to me, alledging our religi- 
on was quite different from that in which they were taught, 
and which they profefled— They further informed me, that 
old Walk-in-the-water had called the chiefs together and ins 
formed them what their father, Mr. Derver, had faid to 
them at Detroit. “The other chiefs them propoied to menti- 
on the cafe to the prieft ; which they di¢—But be oppofed it 
with bitternefs, and in a great paflion faid that if they gave 
me a hearing, he wou'd leave them immediately. When he 
withdrew they refolved to hear me after he was gone, which 
he purpofed todo this evening. Thefe two chiefs obferved 
that the prieft had given fome offence ; becaufe he had 
preached to them not to get angry at one another, and yet he 
was the firftto get angry. After they had finifhed their apo- 
logy and obfervations, I thanked them for their kindnefs and 
attention, affuring them that alche’ there was fome difference 
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between our perfuafions, I did not intend to raife d'fputes con- 
cerning profeilions, but to preach the gofyel of Chriit, Af- 
ter this, the two chiefs entered into a free converfation on 
various futje&ts. Ax firft they requefted to know my epini- 
on concerning plays for the recovery of the fick? 1 felt my- 
{clf under great dithculty how to aufwer this queftien, lett f 
might give offence, and prevent myfelf from an opporcunity 
to preach tothem, I thougor at firit to evade the queftion, 


and informed them that if awy were fack among us, we wert / 


to fee them—converfed wih them, and prayed for them. 
This did nor fatisfy thefe chiefs, but they wifhed an anfwer 
to their queltion—I informed them that if this was done by 
way of worthip or by way oi charm, we beld tt to be excee- 
dingly finful ; as i¢ was not the mode of worfhip preferibed 
in shee word of God, but contrary thereto. T hey then afked 
me if Il ceuld pardon fins, informing me the manner their 
prieft proceeded in confefling them, and in pardoning their 
fins? I anfwered that we held, and the B.ble informed us 
that none but God could pardon fios—T hat we urged finners 
to repentance for their fins to confefs them to Gad alone, to 
forfake them and turn to God thro’ Chrift &c, and that when 
they repented, and gave evidence of a gracious difpofition, we 
had authority to encourage them, fhewing them that he who 
believes and repents fhall be pardoned, and that if their re - 
pentance is {incere, they have ground to be affured of the .par- 
don of their fins. “The chiefs appeared fatisfied with this an- 
{wer, and feemed to fignify that they thought we were right. 
After this we had confiderable converfation on various {ub- 
jects til] about 12 o’cleck, when the chiefs returned to all ape 
pearance highly pleaf-d. This afternoon, a few white peo- 
ple who lived in the neighborhood, together with Blue Jack- 
et’s family, met at Mr. Walker’s, where I preached to them 
on Pia. cit. 3. ‘* Who healeth all thy difeafes.”” In whichI 
cuaienared fin tea difeafe, then direéted to Chrift as the phy - 
fician. After fermon, achief, named Set-the-Powder, came 
and informed me that the prieft was gone, and that the chiefs 
would attend with the reft of the Indians to hear me te-mor- 
row morning at any hour. I thanked the chiefs for their at- 
tention to me, and him for bringing the meffage. Ihad fome 
little converfation this afternoon with George Blue-Jacket, 
and found him to be under very folemn exercile of mind. 
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Frem what I cam learn concernirg Blue Jacket, the reports 
which we had heard concerning him were more unfavorabie 
than true. He told me he had been very’ca relels, but now 

wifhed to be more punctual and earneft in every duty. Mr. 
* Bl ‘e, who had lodged with him, informed me, that ‘George 
Biue- Jacket, his wife and fifter, were all under folenin impref- 
fions of mind. 

Churiday, 16. This merning, Mr. Bruce returned from 
George Blue-Jacket. He informes me that George had 
now refolved to engage in his duty both in feeret andin the 
family, which he had for fome time negle¢ted—That he 
wouid acknowlcdze te the family that he had done wre ng in 
his neglect of worthip, | but that was no reafon he fhould con- 
tinueinthe wrong. “The women alfo feemed much exerci- 
fed, and declared that they dclired to be religious, but that 
they were ignorant and knew not how to pray, nor to uader- 
ftand the bible. George promifed to learn them according 
to the beft of his knowledge. We now haftencd over to 
the town, where I preached toaconfiderably large auditory on 
Ifa. x!v. 45. ‘They appeared very attentive, and fome of them 
very folensn during the difcourle ; and the chicts frequently, 
after their manner in council, would eive their approbation 
to wat was faid. After Lhad hi sithed my dilcourfe, Hamp- 
ten Northorp addrefled them at confidereble length, on the 
advantages of religion. We then opened to them the other 
part of our bufimefs cencerning giving incic children an edu- 
cation. The chiefs and I had confidera ble converfation on 
the fubje&. They appeared rat friendl;-——and when 
we parted with them, they fhook hands with us im a friendly 
manner, and thanked us for our vilit; they returned particu- 
Jar thanks to their father (for fo they called me) for foming 
to inftruét his children, affuriug me that they were well ple 
fed with whac I faid, and believed the whole to be true. They 
Jikewife fent thanks to their fathers of the Prefbyterial body, 
for fending us to teach them thefe things. We then par ve 
with them, and returned as far as Stcny creek, within about 
feven miles of the river Raifon. I felt much concerned for 
the difeppoinempent of thefe people with whom [ had cenfent- 
ed to be this afternoon ; but an opportunity now offering of 
az intervicw with the Indians, 1 thought it my duty to aetend. 
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to this opportunity, altho’ I fhould ftay fome days longer at 
the river Raifon. 

Friday, 17. Rode to Mr. Bond’s at the river Raifon, where 
I was requelted to tarry and preach on the Sabbath day, to 
whieh I confented, as it would be impoffible after preaching 
a fermon, to arrive at Sandufky this week. Here Mr. Bond 
prefented me with a paper containing propofals for a miffion- 
ary to fettle here, which was concluded and agreed upon yef- 
terday. In this article they propofed to give te the mifliona- 
ry for their part two hundred dollars and a parfonage farm, 
provided faid miffienary would teach a fchool at this place, 
allowing hima part of his time to vifit the Indian villages. 

Sabbath, 19. Preached two fermons to a refpectable audi- 
ence, one upon Romans vii. g. the other on Jer. xxxi. 19. In 
the after part of the day a number appeared very feeling; and 
the profpect ofa fated miniftry being ufeful appeared flatter- 
lp. 
Monday, 20. Set out this morning for Sandufky, where 
we arrived on Tuefday the 21ft in the evening. 

Wednefday, 22. Mrs. Whitaker informedus that Mr. Spi- 
cer would be hereto day and probably Peter Johnfton’s con- 
fin, whem we had invited to goin with us to fchool. Mr, 
Spicer intended fending his little boy named James, who was 
juft turned of three years of age, and for this purpofe fhe ex. 
pected he would come this day to converfe with us. Mrs. 
Whitaker alfo propofed to fend her fon James with us, and 
to fend her eldeft fon Ifaac to fchool in the fall. 

Thurfday, 23. This day Mr. Northorp and I fet out for 
Upper Sandufky ; arrived at Green Camp village, otherwife 
called Spicer’s village in time to preach a fermon. Lodged 
this evening at Mr. Spicer’s—-Mr. Spicer is a white man who 
was taken prifoner at Ruff’s creek on the Monongahela, but 
his wife is a fquaw of the Senaca nation. He determined to 


fend his little boy with us to fchool, “A 


Friday, 24. Set out for Upper Sandufky, where we arrj. 
ved in time to preach a fermon. I preached on thefe words 
I’o you is the word of this falvation fent. All feemed atten. 
tive, and a number appeared very folemn. Here were two 
chiefs who thanked me for the fpeech I had made, and after 
a fhort confultation between themfelves, the chiefs tame and 


invited me to ftay and preach to them on to-morrow. J jn 
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forined them that I had appointed and promifed to preach at 
Mis. Waitaker’s on Sabbath day, neverthelefs if they would 
meet early to morrow morning I would preach another fer- 
mon to them. To this they readily confenied, then fhoex 
hands with us and did us good night, and we retired for lodg- 
ing. 

Saturday, 25. Early this morning the chiefs fent a young 
man to inform the people that I was to preach, and fent word 
to us that they were waiiiug for us. We then proceeded to 
the houfe intended for worihip, where I preached to them on 
Rev. xxii. 17. All were attentive, and a number appeared 
confiderably teeliag. After fermen the chiefs again thanked 
me as their father for the inftruction I had given them. ‘They 
then ail fhowk hands with us from the oldeft to the younyeft; 
even children who could {carcely tpeak were commanded te 
fhake hands with us. Here appears very flattering profpects, 
perhaps as much fo asany place I have been in. A great alie- 
ration has taken place among the people, and efpecially among 
the chiefs, two years ago this place was in the greaceit oppo- 
fition again& the gofpel, and now the chiefs themfelves are in 
favor ; and two of them, contrary to their cuftoms, ventured 
to invite me to preach again, without calling a council for 


the fame, an example without precedent among the Indian 


tribes. After parting with thefe people we returned to Mr, 
Spicer’s, 

Sabbath, 26. This morning I rode downto Mrs, Whita- 
ker’s, where we had appointed fermon. ‘Vhis turned out to be 
a rainy day, which prevented many Indians from attending. A 
number, however. did attend notwithitanding all the rain, and 
I preached to them from Prov. xxviii.13. Sciil great attention 
aid a confiderable appearance of fecling, efpecially with Young 
Barnet, and a coufin of bis named Cub, who appeared very fo- 
Jemn, and I would fain hope received fome ferious impreffions, 
for he waited fome time after fermon, and when he departed, 
after fhaking hands with us, he told me that he defired to 
forfake his fins and turn to God, and thought he would en- 
deavor to do fo, but as he could not turn himlelf, he requefted 
that when I got home I would pray for him that God would 
turn him. 

Tuefday, 28. Setout on our journey home accompanied by 
little James Whitaker, a white boy, and James Spicer, a half 
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Indian. Mrs. Whitaker accompanied us to the town where 
I gave a fhort addrefs to the Indians, then tock an afteétion- 
ate leave of them and proceededon our jourucy. Mr. Spicer 
conveyed usand his little fon about thirty miles and then return- 
ed. We had exceeding wet weather all the way through the 
wildernets. This brought the ague upon Mr. Bruce and 
myfelf, and both the little boys were fick before we arrived 
home, which wes not until Thurfcay the 6ih of September. 
The fever and ague ftiil contiuucs with Mr. Bruce fo far as 
I can learrp—and the remitting fever ftill follows me now cn 
the 24th of September. 

A few reflections on the profpects that appeared to me 
while on the mifion.— 

There appears to be undoubted evidence, that an uncom- 
mon ftir about religion has made its appearance, and produced 
a confiderable change both in the difpofition and the manners 
of the Wyandot nation, efpecially at Sanduiky. Both the 
chiefs and the common people appear to be convinced that 
they are wrong, and that they muft have the gofpel preached 
among them: but among the chiefs efpecially, there is a con- 
fiderable divifion on the queition, ** Who fhall we invite to 
come and preach the gofpel to us?’? Seme would choofe a 
minifter of our body, fome prefer the Roman Catholicks, and 
a few infitt on the Cornitalk’s prophet being the perfon. A 
few individuals, I underftand, have given this laft a kind of 
invitation, as far as they Dati; to tmvite without a council.— 
All however appear glad to hear any one who offers to preach 
the gofpel, efpecially at Sandufky; and even at Brownftown, 
although the prieft had great influence awhile, yet he (ooffend- 
ed the chiefs while I was there, that I sporeliond our miffion- 
aries will be made welcome. Kygfom every appearance that I 
could difeern, thefe poor favages eppear ripe to receive the 
gofpel. ‘he fields here appear truly white fer the harveit. 
The door appears indeed to be open for our miffionaries to 
exert themfelves and pour inftruction into the favage breaft, 
We need not fay the door is not open, becaufe they have not 
come to a détermination whom to invite for a teacher. Did 
the apoftles wait for an invitation from the favages? Did the 
Macedonians invite Paul? Did not GOD by a vifion inftruct 
him that the Macedonians were ripe for recciving the gofpel, 
and that their deplorable ftate was fuch as needed help? Is 
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GOD never fouzht of them that afked not for him; Is he ne. 
ver found of them that fought him not ? Ifatah informs us, in 
the Ixv. chap. 1. verfe, that he really is. “Then in this caf> 
is it Hot our duty to attend thefe poor favages, and give that 
inftruétion to them, that they may be led to make a proper 
choice? I would flatter im fell, that n: ne « f my pentane in 
the gofpe! would refufe to adore fome hardfhips aad trials, 
or to encounter the dangers of the sc ebazenbin to inttruct 
thefe peor darkened favage minds. Wéiil our congregations, 
our ae Or our families, epevent us from obeyiny when 
GOD eal!s upon us, and commands us to go inte ail nations, 
and preach the pafpel to every creature—and when thefe poor 
tawney fons of the wildernefs are looking up to us, and call- 
ing upon us,—to initruct them, to come and help them ? 
And will congregations prevent their minifters from going 
to inftruct the favage mind ? On what ground will they pre- 
vent them?! If acail appears to come, can we prevent or op- 
pofe the calis of God? May not fuch condu@ provoke GOD 
to bring about a feparation between that minifter and his 
charge, and thus remove their candleflick out of his place ? 
It is no deubr the duty of every one of us to lend a_ helping 
hand, and to premote the fpread of the gofpe!, not only by 
prayer, but by every mean | ‘hat Ged hath put into our power, 
Is not there a cry now ¢ailed to us in the wildernefs>—-O ye 
miniiters cf the gofpel, come teach us to know the only true 
GOD, and jefus Chrift whom he hath fent—Come and pray 
with us and for us, that GOD would vilit thefe dark places 
of the earth with the light of his gofpel. And to the people 
in general is this cry made—O ye white Chriftians, why will 
you not fuffer your minifters to come and vifit us? Remem- 
ber how your fathers were treated, when in the fame ftate of 
darkneis with ourfelves—Did the friends of Jefus keep back 
their teachers from vifiting and preaching the gofpel to your 
forefathers ? Did they not help them on inthe way? Did they 
not furnifh them with every pecuniary aid ? Did they not 
condué them upon their journies? Did they not pray to - 
gether for the fuccefs of the miffion, fometimes in the woods, 
and fometimes on the fandy fhore, where they were about to 
embark for your anceftors’ and for your relief? And now, 
when you enjoy the bleflings and fruits of thefe benevolent 


and ardent labours, will you deny us the like opporiunities ? 
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Pity us, O ye white people, and as GOD has abundantly 


bleffed you, O lend a little of the fame unto GOD by affift- 
ing us to fpiritual bleffings—GOD will reward you for it, and 
eur prayers and bleffings fhall ever be poured on your benc- 
volent heads. This at prefent appears to be the cry of the 
wildernefs-——-and it is a cry of diftrefs and a cry of want. Will 
we not then pity the miferies of the diftrefled, and ufe our 
endeavours to fupply the wants of the needy? Surely if we 
are pofleffed of feelings of fympathy, or the principle of bene- 
we si and efpecially of the {pirit of grace, we cannot refufe 


to liften and attend to this cry. 
GEORGE SCOTT. 


P.S. Another encouraging circumRance that appeared to give at 
leaft a frattering profpe towards promoting the gofsel in thefe hea- 
shen lands, is this: There appears to be an earneft defire and requeft 
for fome minifier to go and fettle at the river Raifon, avhich is conti- 
euous to feveral Indian towns and different nations. There appears 
to be an uncommon thirft for the gofpel, both among the white people 
and the Indians. This give: flattering hopes that GOD hath fome 
great defign to perform among thts peoples and that uct at a very aif- 
tant period. 
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A SHORT ACCOUN 
Of the Succefs of the Gofpel ameng the Hottentots. 


[From a Jate Britifh publication. j. 


N the 5th of December, 1798, Mr. Kicherer,” together 
() with Dr. Vanderkemp, Mr. Edmond, and Mr. Ed- 
waids,embarked for the Cape of Good Hope, where they 
strived in March, 1799. At the very time of their arrival, 
2 deputation ef a Bofchemen came thither, earneftly des 
firing that fome good men might be fent to infruét them. 
The miffionaries confidered this as aclear ca!l to vifit the poer 
wiid Hottencots. Meffrs. Kicherer and Edwards were 2p- 
painted to this work; and leaving Cape-town, May 22, 
1303, t they proceeded to Rodezand, where Mr. Vols was 
the minifter. Here they meta hearty welcome, and were fer 
apart to the work of the miniftry. 
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On the 25th ef June, they left Rodezand, laden with pre- 
fents of their friends. “Their journe y lay through very difii- 
cult pafles of the mountains, fo that it was neceflary to add 
fourteen oxen to their own, in order to climb the fteep alcents. 
Sometimes theytravelled for many days without the tight ofa 
human being, furrounded only by fteinbocks and ottr.ches. 
Here and there they found a cultivated fpot; and were hofpi- 
tadly entertained by the farmers, who occalionally gave thats 
fheep and other ftores. At other times the ey flept in the open 
defert, expofed to the danger ef jions and tigers, which great- 
ly abound in that country. 

About the end of July they paffed the laft inhabited houfe 
of Rockfield ; and found the country almoft without a blade 
of grails. T ‘* egps of the oftriches, however, contributed to 
their comfortable fupport. After travelling feven days with- 
out feeing a human creature, they arrived at a place where 
a few Bofchemen refided, three of whomcame to them. Next 
day they were vifiied by hate twenty more.—At length they 
reached the fot intended for their abode, which they cailed 
Happy Prefpeét Fountain and immediately began to build a 
houfeand plane a garden 

Here they commenced their labours, among thirtv or forty 
people, firft teaching them to fpell Dutch. The Lord was 
now pleafed to fend them a man or his wife whounderftand- 
ing the language beth of the Hattentots and the Dutch, be- 
came very ufeful to them as their interpreter, &c. The peo- 
ple among whom they laboured, were chiefly Bofchemen, the 
moft favage and ferocious ofthat country. The Doétrine of 
a Supreme Being was entirely unknown tothem: they did 
not know they hadimmortal fouls: but were in moft refpeéts, 
“ like the beafts that perifh.”” ‘Their habitations are gener- 
ally among the fe 53 where they dig a fmall round den, a- 
bout three feet deep, which they fonetimes cever with reeds, 
Here they {pend mott of their time in fleep, except when rau- 
fed with hunger, when they fally forth in queft of fame wild 
beafts ; but when unfuccefsful in this attempt, they make fhift 
to fubfift on faakes, mice, or wild enions ; and fuch is their 
idlenefs, that cable than be at the pains ef feeking food, they 


will live feveral days without it ! 
The people being in general afraid to come near an Eu- 


ropean, Mr. Kicherer was under the neceflity of tempting 
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them at firft, by giving them a little tebacco: of which they 
are extravagantly fond. He would then take the epportuni- 

of fhowing, that the great difference between the Chrifli - 
ans and themifelves, i in the fuperior comfarts enjoyed by the 
former, was eccationed by their. knowledge of God; of whoie 
nature and perfeétiens they would hear with great aftonifh- 
ment. 

At firft, Mr. Kicherer attempted to preach to them fyf- 
tematically ;—-but he found little effsét frem this. He then 
had recourfe to the method which the Moravians found the 
matt ufetul,——fimoply cate: the love ard death of Jefus 
Chrift; aed inviting them to come to him that they mighe 
have life. He would tell them how happy he found his own 
heart when the love of Ged was fhed abroad in it ; and would 
advife them togo afide and pray that the Lurd would teach 
them; and that he would caufe them, by his fpirit, to knew 
whether he was his meflenger or not. 

For a confiderable time he remained in a painful uncertain- 
tv, whether his labours were bleffed to the real converfienof 
any of his hearers. Yetin this fituation, ke was enabled ‘ta 
lvave the matter with God—defiring to be faithful, whether 
fuccefsful or not. From that time, bis lasours were greatly 
blefled. He had the meft undoubted evidence, ef the folid 
converfion of many fouls. One of the firit of thole was amon, 
called John, who was brought? under deep convidtions of fin, 
forhe had been amoft noteriouesoffender. He lived fot five 
or fix months after, during which time his experience was 

wonde rful. His heart was wholly taken up with the love of 

shrift, fo that he cauld fearcely bear to fpeak of worldly 
things; and he dicd rejoicing ia the Lord, Laying to his teach- 
ef, “| ‘die depenaing ov the bloodand ne htec frets of C hrift: 
f go to Hiaves, and there [ will wait for you.”? His fon, 
who camefrom a diftance to fee his dy:ne@ father, wes allo 
converted, obtained his liberty from his mefter, and is now 
ufefully employed as a fchoo)mafter in the fetilemenr. 

Mr. Kicherer would fometimes take a walk in the fields, 
and find, feattered here and there, proftrate on the ground, 
feveral of his congregation; and forme with a child in each 
hand, pouring out their fouls to God in the moi lively and 
coprous ftreams. Thus was he encouraged to gofor ward a. 
midit his arduous labeurs. Before he leis Zzk river ta wif 
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Xurope, he had baptifed about thirty-four adult perfens, and 
fifty children. He had a ftated congregation, of about fix 
hasired perfons, in agreatmeafure civilized, anddwelling to- 
gether. He has a building, pretty large, fora church. The 
unbaptifed live behind his houfe in huts : a number of which, 
inacircular form, inclofing their cattle, are called Kress 
while the baptifed inhabit houfes ef the European ferm, placed 
in front of his dwelling. He had the uafpeakable fatisfaction 
of perceiving an univerfal change inthe people, who are be. 
come literally, as well 2s fpiritually, new creatures, Thofe 
who were fo filthy, that a civilized perfon eould fcarcely ap- 
proach them, are now clean ; inftead of being naked or only 
covered with a dirty fheep’s fkin, they are now decently cloth- 
ed: and thofe whe knew not there was a God, are become 
devout werfbippers of God, and fervent lovers of Jefus Chrift, 
induftrieus and obliging , bringing up their effspring in the 
fear of the Lerd. 

After having laoured about four years among the Hotten- 
tots, Mr. Kicherer found his health greatly impaired by in- 
ceffant labours and hardfhips; and having occafion to vifit his 
native country (Holland), on account of family coneerns, de- 
termined to bring with him three of his fable convertss— 


they arrived a few months fince in London. The concern 
of thefe dear people in parting from their father and paftor 
for a whole year, was indefcribable ; and they are now ¢a- 
gerly withing for his return by the month of March. 





